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I. filiate, Feb. 14,.<hi the Mexican question, :i

the ten-regiment biJI.
The Senate having resumed the consideration of t

bdl to raise, for a limited time, an additional inilita

force.
Mr BKRESE said:
Mr. I'rksidkm : I never rise in this presence, upon 1

most ordinarv occasion, either to explain or defend

measure purely local in its character, without .some ei

harassment; and that feeling is greatly increased, as y
may well suppose, when questions of vital importance
the nation are under discussion, calling forth, as th<
bare, connected with this bill, the best efforts of
most distinguished members of this body. Nothing, s

but an overwhelming sense of the duty I owe to the Sti

which has honored me so much, and whose jiatriotii
|,a> been so signally exhibited from the very comment

nient of this war, and whose people take the deepest
I,-rest in its prog re - und success, could have broken t

silence I had imposed upon myself, so far us the mere r

|Kt of the bill itself is concerned. It is upon those gr

topics, which throw the bill quite into the shade, tna

wish to express my opinions fully and without reserve

premising, however, that they are my own individi
opinions, fmwhich neither the administration, nor a

member of it, nor the party with which I act, are in
slightest degree responsible. They have been formed af
much careful deliberation and anxious inquiry, and w
a desire solely to arrive at correct conclusions; am

they are iinsititid, or of wicked and dangerous tendeie
or impracticable, they will find no echo in the pub
heait, and influence in no degree the public judgme
My State, sir, lias a right to this expression from me,
enable it to judge if I properly sustain here the import;
relation their partiality has created between us, ami

'II the responsibilities which it imposes 111

n;e have will, sir. that the people of that great a

patriotic Stale take the inost lively interest in this w
anil in all the questions connected with it; and look w
confidence ami hope to some grand achievement as

final result From its inception, on the first call to sir

in repel the aggressive act of Mexico, and to punish
for tier injustice and Iter wanton invasion of our territo
the people there, with one heart and one mind, were foil
mi the side of their country, the only strife among th
being a generous rivalry as to who could best serve il
the hour of its need. Eight thousand of its choicest ch
airy ottered themselves at the call, of whom four the
sunl wete accepted, who repaired at once to the tie
with an alacrity never before manifested, and in the ca

jiaign which followed, covered themselves with undyi
glory. ,

It was my fortune, sir, to he addressing the Senate
the last session, 011 the three-million hill, on the v<

.lay of the hard-fought battle of Buena Vista, when
thoughts, as they had often done before, turned to tin
noble spirits, my neighbors and my friends, who had
all the limd endearments of home.severing those di
family ties they knew so well how to appreciate.to
battle for their country in a foreign land, inspired 01

by the fervor of a generous patriotism, when I v

prompted thus to speak of them :

"They have proved, by the gutferings they have end 111

by disease, and by performing the most wonderful rnarcl
in modern times.advancing lorty miles inn day, bivouni
.nit at night with ball'rations, and showing, by their disc
line and prompt obedience to orders, that they can be ret
yon in any and every emergency; nod though it has bt

denied tliein 10 participate in the perils ot the battle-lit
ibry have given the strongest assurances, that in it tl
would not tii.I to reap a full narvest of glory."
That prophecy, sir, was at that very moment fact,

that very hour they were gathering glory at the canrio
mouth; and so long as Buena Vista shall be a famil
word.so long as tne mountains there, in whose sii
they fought and fell, shall lift their summits to the si
so long will the valorous deeds of the gallant lllinoit
be ivmembered and rehearsed. At Cerro Gordo, too,
they exhibited like evidences of gallantry.exalting
their deeds not only the. character of their State, hut
the whole country, to which they had so signally ma
tested their devotion. These troops, sir, were of the b
blood of the Slate, "composed of gentlemen of charac
it home, each one of whom, in battle, felt as if he 1
not only the character of his country to sustain, but
own individual character ; and that made them thentlie\will he ever.invincible. And, sir, so far as the i
mediate object of this hill is concerned, and in answer
the remark that the troops cannot he raised by it in a

reasonable time, 1 should apt fear to pledge myself th
on its being known that it nad become a law, one-half
the whole number can be there instantly raised, oft
>aine material, and under the same inspiration. The pi
pie of that State, sir, are fully impressed with the just
of this war; and the denunciations indulged in h
and elsewhere against the Executive as its auth
will have no effect u|»on them to turn them to pea
or to oppose the government in any of its ineasu
to carry it on vigorously in the very heart ot the enem

country; nad they are not to be appalled at the unfor
i,ate results which, in the opinion of some senators, tr
flow from it, nor can they he made to think they will
so dreadful as they have been depicted. I had hop
Mr. President, from indications which! thought I «
when this loll was first reported from the Committee
Military AlCtir.. that il would receive the general assi
of this body and that those denunciations, to which
liave li-t. ,n_-, would have been reserved
some more favorable occasion, when the progress of
great public measure would he impeded by them, an
better opportunity atlorded for the most unlimited disc
sion,aiul the widest range of debate; but in this I In
been disappointed; and, at the hazard of further delay
must endeavor to repel these assaults, and place the
ministration, and those who support it, right before
country, and furnish a justification for their and our ci
duct. Senators need not think this war is unpopular;this they deceive themselves. Every successful war
popular; and hold declura;.oii8 that this is unjHid unconstitutionally commenced will not sati
those who are to pass u|>on our conduct. '!
people, sir, will not be deluded hy such decla
'ions: they will require of those who make th
'o sustain them hy facts, by reasoning, and by 1
tegument: and I call upon senators on the other side
|he chamber to demonstrate, if they can, with all ib
ifgal acumen, acknowledged ability, and power Of inv
ligation, why it is that 'he war is unjust and uneonsti
tionally commencedThey will reply, that it was
the removal of our troops to the hank of the Rio Gran
thai "iirli removal was an act of war; and being orde
hy the President, he acted therein in a manner not w
ranted by the constitutive This allegation involv
necessarily, the consideration of the question of boun
tj': and if it has been established.as I think it has hi
-that the river was the true and only boundary of T
as. the right to have our forces there, to prevent a tlirt
fned invasion, cannot he controverted. And here, sii
"ill not be necessary to discuss this point at length, in
much ns the argument r f my honorable colleague upoi!Mr. bonu.As] has been most clear and convincing,has shed surli a flood of light upon it.has so brilliarilluminated it.that none can any longer be in error,
go astray, except from mere design and wanton perve'} accord with him, sir, fully, in all his views on
font; ami to show, sir, that it is not a sudden opinand hastily formed, I beg leave to quote a few passubom the speech 1 had the honor to deliver in June, is
on the resolutions of the honorable senator of Misso[Mr Huston,] pending the treaty of annexation, A
" 'sting the principal facts connected with the historyMexico and Texas, 1 said :

'bi 183Ti, Santa na, then a victorious gone ral, abandjng the cause of republicanism, declared in favor of a c
government by which the sovereignty of the States w

,n ''fleet, Abolished, and nil power, civil and military, cdid&ted m one man. Many of ine States, as all 'the" rtecn' did, took up arms in defence of their rights
pity, :< goyfantied by the federative yttl,s2i Rut the jtower of the usurper was irresistilstAte after State was subdued, until tlnallv, save in Ter,lone ol all the Mexican States, the sacred lire oflibi

was extinguished there alone it was guarded with n
lotis vigilance. Texas refused to submit to the dicta:|nd report whs had by the people to resist his powqr to
*atne means our ancestors adopted, to free themselves fico,onial vassalage and maintain their independence. T
never abandoned the federal constitution ot Mexico, so

h unaii ed »f it tilampb. but b&td <1 numfntt)throughout the year 1H35; arid in many a hard-lotconflict the Taxant were victorfoai At tbc clou ol
year, a >olemu declaration of tin* delegates of the pe<pnbliibedi 1,1 wI it tsMittd l »»t btv htM
course to arms in defence of the republican princil,! the lede d Donttlttftion ol 1884; that they w&uftdhere with fidelity to the Mexican confederacy so
i~ i' "i govtrmd by tin tnititaiton and Iadopted lor the protection of their political rights ;
appealing toother members of the confederacy, plectill"t r UI.I In ,..,...1-1 . .»

. i. vii.- ii iiiii«rv net
n lli.'i, i-mabliivhi'd wiitiin their borders. No ofl >iate bin Texas dared to resist; and she, unaidedX alone, having no Hrnru-e to come lo ln-r nwiMtm-r., *<bail, defied 1 minted tin- |K»W' r "I tin- usurper A

ennvi-i.ttoii of the peni'lo a-1-emble i on the 1st nl Ma1*16; and although the country was invaded by S

Anna, at the liend ofa numerous army, the Alamo nt Hexm
taken by assault.though gallantly defended by a handful
of men under tba command of the brave Travin. Crocket,
and Bowie, who were all put to death ; Fanning and his
force captured, and treacherously and inhumanly massacred,and desolation brooding over Texas ; in the midst ol

f|d :ill titif, a regularly organized ronveutton a^iemblcd, and
published their * Declaration of Independence,' formed :t

he con -liti tion to ho submitted to the | iconic for their t*|>|>rovnI,
in and in li'ty days tlti-reallor.on lie-21it ol April, on the

banks of the S.ui larnito.pi,no«l their aUilily lo ltiumtai

it, and rowroto it in character* of blood.*'
1 then said, sir, that.he 4 The present government or supreme power of Mexico

h ts no right to subjugate Tcv.n. Anil here I atu OpposedTl* by the admissions ol all, who have written and spoken upon
ou this subject, that >he lias such right. If she has the tu'ht,
to whence «1 i<l she derive it 1 Has England u right to subju)scgate us if sIrj can, by a war undertaken for that express
he purpose 1 No, sir no nation lias a right to commence an

(jr unjust war of aggression upon a peaceable neighbor, for
4te tIio purpose of subjecting such nation to its power, lor the

mere purpose of conquest. It is In violation of the law
of God, and of thisse great principles of justice he has estab

re" lished.
til- «« Texas was never a party to tho present established gov
he ernment of Mexico She wa party lo her federative »y->
ill- tBni, but not to her central despotism, and owes to it nr

pat feuhy llcr U story, us already recited, prove* this ; and the
( | conclusion is irresistible, that being in tinl posiuon toward)
, Mexico, she has a ri^lit to maintain it il she can ; and a wai

,i waged to drive her Irom it, and subjugate her to a powei
she uas always repudiated, would he a war commenced ir

iaV wrong waged unjustly, and its author*, aiders, and abetI'1**tors should receive, as they would deserve, the execration!
ter of the world."

And, Mr. President, I entertain these opinions now11 and 1 assert that the whole history of the relations o
fy. Texas with Mexico shows that the former was never >

party to any other system of government, as a coinponen
n |>art of the latter, than as a member of the federal repub

Iican system of tsvM. She resisted successfully the swaj
l,n[ of the usurper of 18115, which she had a perfect right t<
a do; and so would any one of the States of this Unior
""I possess this right, under similar circumstances. I vvil
in" lake Maine as an instance, as that is a frontier State
ar' and newly admitted into the Union of States on a federa.1 tive system. How did she join it, and on what prinltsciplesf That she w;is a sovereign antl independen
",s State, with a republican form of government, uniting hei

fortunes with other States with the same forms of govT>eminent Now. siinnose. sir.but it is hardlv a sunno

sable case.that.ail the rest of the States of the confe'dee.mracy, except Maine, should agree to abolish the federative
:111 system and their republican forms of government, and eslv"tahlish a monarchy, or a despotism ; would they, united,
}.u" have the right to coerce Maine, by force of arms, to dr

the same thing.to abolish her forms, and subject her k
ln" the control of a system of government radically different
ln& from the one she hail joined ? No, sir; no. Maine would

have a perfect right to declare and maintain her indenendence,if she could; and a war waged to subjugate
>ry her, would be a war waged in wrong. No senator wil
'"V deny this.
'*f-' Well, sir, this was the position of Texas, and, as 1

have said, she rewrote her declaration of inde|>cndence
iar on the bank of the San Jacinto, on the 21st of April
i° ls.'td, in characters of blood ; and as we point to the lth

of July, 1770, as the first year of our independence, and
to the triumph at Yorktown as confirming it, so can Texai
recur to the second of March, lS.'IO, and to the victory ol

red San Jacinto, as like memorable eras in her history. No
j)®* sir, the usurpers of IS35 never did extend their conques
j east of the Rio del Norte: they crossed it for that pur
ied l10^' but were invariably unsuccessful; and that rivet

was made the line beyond which they should not come.

1,1, The independence of Texas, Mr. President, we nl
ley know, was manifested by adopting a constitution and ;

name, as applicable to that division of the earth's surface
At composing the republic of Texas. Her Congress me
n's under this constitution, and among the acts passed by ii
iar is one of the loth December, 1 Stilt, declaring the boundaghtries of the republic, as one of the independent nations o;

gy, the earth, which was, upon the west, the west bank o:

ins the Rio Grande, from its month to its source; and this
sir, iu conformity with the treaty, pact, or agreement, mailt
by with the head of the Mexican government.the usurpei
of Santa Anna.immediately after the battle of San Jacinto,
ni- This act of Congress was a public act, and as such musi

est be presumed to have been in the knowledge of our govtereminent in 1837, when the independence of Texas waf

iad acknowledged, and diplomatic relations entered into with
his her. It gave to us, and to the world, notice of the extent
-as of that republic.of the extent of that portion of an indem-pendent sovereignty called Texas. But it is said, sir
to that one nation cannot make a boundary for itself,

,nv As a general remark, it may be sustained by facts
-/ a nnlmn. .0,,.,llv .clahlijl llipir hniind

ill, IW WIVUMIIIUUU.J

of aries by treaty; but cannot a nation enlarge its boundthcaries, or prescribe a boundary for itself, without the
;o- consent of another coterminous nation? Suppose France
ice engaged in a defensive war with the neighboring nowereers, should carry her victorious arms to the Kibe
or, and, by a decree, incorporate the conquered countries
cc, within her dominion, and declare the Kibe, and not the
res Alps and the Rhine, her boundary, and could maintain it,
y's would she not have a light to do so? So of Maine, sir
In- if she was separated from the confederacy by the revolutaytionaryacts of her sister States, remaining an independent
be State,capable of forming such relations with the nations ol
ed, the earth as their interests required, she protecting and busawtaining herself, should she be invaded from the adjacent
on British provinces, and was able to drive her foe beyond
ent the iver St. John, and maintain her sovereignty anil juwerisdiction up to that river.declare it a part of her territo
for ry, and the leading nations of the world, who make the
no law of the world, should treat with her as an inde|K>nda dent State, with that boundary.would not the riirht ol
us- Maine to that enlargement of territory and extension ol
ive boundary be a perfect right ? Tf otherwise,! would ask
n I why
ad- Kngland, France, Holland, and Belgium, two of them
the certainly the leading powers of the world, also acknowlon-edged the independence of Texas, with these define,
jn limits, as a republic.as a nation of the earth, capable
is by its position of making war, concluding peace, am

u«t clothed with all the attributes of an independent sovereignstyty. I place much more stress upon these acts of recog""henition by the great powers of the world than others seem

ia- to do, and I must confess, sir, they have had a controlling
em influence on my mind in forming my opinion. They de:airdare, in effect, that the division of the earth called thf
of republic of Texas, with certain prescribed limits, is ar

ieir independent power of the earth, and entitled to all thi
es- immunities of nations, of which the right to a boundary
tn- is one. Suppose, sir, this government, France, or F.ngbyland, had, after acknowledging the independence of Tex
de"; as, entered into a treaty of alliance with her, offensive
red and defensive, would not we and they be required to dear-fend her, up to the boundary she claimed, against an ines,vasion from Mexico? Clearly, sir, lliis would be the
da- extent ol the obligation under such a treaty. If this be so

sen 'hen was our duty more imperative, after we had allurei
ex- her to our embrace.had prevailed on her to embark hei
at- fortunes with ours.to transfer her lone star, gleaming ir

-, it solitary splendor, to our field of azure.to sink her na

as- tionality in our own.to yield her proud position as ar

n it independent nation to become a subordinate State; to de
lie fen her against all aggression with the best blood of oui

itly people, to the 'st cent in our treasury, and with th<
n"r whole might of the nation. We were bound, most reli

1k.,..,l ,Uf.,.l Tnvifcj t..r ontirMv nil.I
rsi- £»UUH|jr mmuvi, iu uuivum ... ..x-. y -j »

hat was for that purpose, and with no other view, our troop.ionwere ordered to take their position on ihe western limit;
ees of that State. An invasion was threatened. War had heer
I I, denounced both before and after the annexation. Havt
nri, senators forgotten our efforts made in lite fall of IS-15, am
fter m all sincerity and good faith, to prevent this resor

of to arms? Did we not, before that, assure Mexico
that in what we had done by incorporating Texas inti

ion. tlie Union, we intended no iinkinaness to her; tha
!Cn. we could not hut consider Texas an independent na

ras, tion, and the |>ower of Mexico over it gone forever
on and did we not propose an amicable ailiustment of tin
"bl matter, and seek to heal the wotyid inflicted upon hei
,m' pride ? And how were these our declarations, and thit

our attempt at adjustment by sending a minister to their
X,',; on their promise to receive him, treated by that jpower
rtv We all know, sir, and it is useless to speak of them
n\ Our minister was rejected.Mexico even refused to tall;
for, with him.refused to hear our propositions; and still jh»i
the sisted in her determination to repossess herself of Texat
>l" ay arms; she never alleging at any time any other claitr

oi V- Texas than the claim to the Sabine, and taking no ex

tor '° 'be (tosition of our troops within that territory
ikIh 'or it will lie recollected, that preparatory to receiving oil

lim minister, she only requested that our naval forces shouli
ipli ie withdrawn from her coast, le-'t it miglit appear, if shi

r-1 segotiated at all, it would be considered she did so unde
I * t mrnare She never desired that the army should hi
»'1 removed,

long if' i i
awe ' » ®,r» *he r-cnt to Texas was a doubtful one, wha
:t 11 li In# dI ol ueo 111i It such rcuni itencei (ti
Iged 'ainly to horn what wo had to say about it-.to listen t<
i|»oi propositions of settlement.to negotiate, if possible; fo
itbri fhore are but two ways of settling such disputes -ncgo
» wi

I,a^,on aa<^ enns, and as Mexico has chosen the latter
new

for one' nm ,,e,erminr<l *he shall feel our might; an.

,r»;h, while we have her in our power, compel her to yield u

anta the fullest measure of indemnity for all her pn*t tran«

gresbions and enormities, and make no accommodation
with tier until this is done.

Sir, in my view of the duty of nations disputing about
a doubtful right, we would have been perfectly justified
by declaring war against Mexico on her relusal to re-
ceive our minister ; for, sir, it is incumbent on the con-
testing nation to negotiate, and submit to an honorable
compromise. If a nation will not do this, the other party
to the contest has a right to resort to arms to compel an

adjustment of the question; and though war does not decidethe right, yet a victory usually puts it in the powerof the successful party to enforce a compliance with the
demand.at least this is so understood among civ ilized
nations

Sir, the annexation of Texas was decided on by the
people with their e>es o|»en.in view of the threats ol
Mexico that she would declare war- and they w ere willingto have w ar rather than lose Texas and the eliort
is vain, worse than useless, to attempt to make them hew
lieve that it is an unjust war, or a war of aggression on
our part. They have too much sense for this. No, sir,
they are fully convinced of its justice, and it is, therefore,popular; and no declamation can drive them from
ilie position they have taken, to support it with zeal and
energy. In view of the facts and reasons presented, no

[ doubt can remain that the war was brought on by the act
of Mexico, and so declared by an almost unanimous vote
of both houses of Congress on the l.'fth of May, 1840, by
the law of that date in response to the message of the Ex-
ecutive unfolding its causes, and ushered to the world in
the usual mode by the proclamation of the President.

Although, practically, war had commenced on the 2 1th
of April, 18in, by the attack of Mexico on a detachment
of our troops, and again on the 8th and nth of May, and
existed on those days as perfectly as the hostile acts of

i a foreign power can cause it to exist.they not being pretdatory incursions, made without authority or without ap-
parent cause, and with a view to plunder, but underitaken in pursuance of previous official notifications to

> our government, that war should follow the annexation
of Texas, which Mexico regarded as a revolted province,1 and to which her right hail not been at all invalidated by

, the act of annexation; yet, so far as we were concern-
cj.so far as our relations, nationally and individual-
|y, were involved, the war had its constitutional exist-

t ence on the passage of the act of the 13th of May, 18 pi
That act changed our relations from peace to war;
recognised the practical fact, that the act of Mexico had
produced it; and we gave it our sanction, and published (
our acknowledgment of it to the world in the usual mode.
The phraseology of the act declaring it is nearly identi- ,
cal with that of the 18th of June, 1812, as senators may ,

see who will examine. Both proceeded from messages
> of the President detailing the causes, and both were an- >

> nounced to the world by proclamations; and, yielding to
no one in my sense of the justice of the war ol 1812 with
Great Britain, 1 am constrained to say, sir, that the justice
of this loses nothing by the comparison ; and as that war
was denounced as "Jim Madison's w a ," as unjust and ag-
gressive, so is thisdenounced as Mr. Polk's war, and with
equal boldness its injustice proclaimed. The causes of
ilit-war of 1812 have been alluded to by the senator of

! Kentucky, [Mr. Underwood';] they were good causes,
and such as should have promoted the nation, with one
heart, to rise up and defend its rights; and as that had,so
will this have, a glorious issue. Hut, sir, our then ene-

1 my had not invaded our territory.had murdered none of
our citizens.though they had forcibly impressed them in '

their naval service, and flagrantly invaded our neutral
rights. To bring on this war,and to add to the injury in-
dieted upon us by the robbery and murder of our citizens,

r Mexico invaded the soil of one of our sister States,
threatening to subjugate it, defying alike our power and
our right. Mexico commenced the war for conquest, (

i avowedly to conquer Texas, of which she alleged she
had been unjustly despoiled by us; and as sne had

t repeatedly declared- she would do, she sought by force
to recover it, and the whole of it, to the Sabine. 1

She sought conquest.sought to rob us of one of '
f the brightest gems in our national coronet; and, though
f Ihe issue could not be doubtful, yet the attempt was an

indignity, adding insult to former injuries, and should
have been met and repulsed, as it has beec, by the power

'

of the nation, and merited chastisement inflicted. Can
senators tell me for what purpose the Mexican army was 1

on the bank of the Rio Grande, if it was nrt to carry out
'he oft-repeated threat to recover Texas by force ? It was [
for no other purpose; and its leader embraced the first ,

favorable opportunity to make the invasion ; and it has
t never been disavowed hy the government. Sir, as to the c

justice of this war, in view of all these things, it loses ,

nothing in comparison with that of 1812 ; and that war t

was denounced in terms equally violent and unmeasured '

with this. The party at that day arrayed against it when
it was declared, was eager to get the nation into it years

'

before Congress acted. Kvery effort was made to influence *

the minds of the jieople against Great Britain, and appeals
of the most inflammatory character, accompanied by at-
tacks upon the administration, of the want of spirit and
patriotism, were constantly made; and they asserted that it
was so tame and spiritless that it "could not be kicked
into a war." As early its 1600, a leading federal print of
that day declared that "the disputes between this country '

and England, so long attended wi'h rigor on her part,
and injury on ours, will not admit of much longer vain
complaints and harsh recriminations. They must ter-

1

minate shortly in the silence of war or peace." And ,

again, in the same year, it declared "they [the democrats
in Congress] dare not resist all aggressions alike, and
assume the part of spirited impartiality, as a magnani <

inous policy requires. If war is called for by the insulted
honor of the country; if the cup of conciliation is drained i

to the dregs, as they declare it to be, let the war be de-
rlare I; let an embargo be laid ; adequate funds provided ;
the strong arm of defence nerved and extended; and a

powerful navy ordered. In these measures the whole
country, from Georgia to Maine, convinced of their pro- .

nrictv. will lie united."
These extracts are from the Boston Centinel, ihen the

leading federal paper of the Union. ,

A letter from Washington, of the same year, says:
"Fear, prejudice, or some other dastardly principle, is
continually ciossing the path of our rulers; and the
loud call of our country, its commerce and spoiled merchants,for energetic purposes, is unheard or disregarded.
My fears are, that.the President's messages will only he
supported by windy debates, or pen and ink reports." ,

Although the "Centinel" hail proposed an embargo, t

yet when it was laid in 1M07, it said: "The embargo, i
which the government has just laid, is of a new and
alarming nature. War, great as the evil is, has less ter'ror, and will produce less misery, than an embargo on '

such principles."
When.forbearance ceasing to be a virtue.war was

declared, the Senate of Massachusetts resolved that " it 11
was founded in falsehood, declared without necessity, <

and its real object was extent of territory by unjust con-
' rjuests, and to aid the late tyrant of Europe in his view I'

of aggrandizement." I
And the pulpit, where politics should not enter, becamealso a theatre in which its ministers sought to inflamethe public mind against the administration of their

country, and place it in the wrong, in the sight of their ,(towerful enemy and the world.
One of them, highly distinguished by his position as the

Rector of the Trinity church in Boston, in a discourse de-
livered in July, ISI'2, said " This is a war unexampled
in the history of the world, wantonly proclaimed on the
most frivolous and groundless pretences against a nation
from whose friendship we might derive the most signal
advantages, and from whose hostility we have reason to
dread the most tremendous losses." Again: " Every
provocation has been offered to (Jreat Britain on our part,

1 and our resentment has risen in proportion as she has
shown a conciliatory spirit." I
And then, in his pious fervor, lie exhorts his hearers

' thus: " l,et no consideration whatever, my brethren,
. , ..ii ..,| ,.||i

<11*It*r you, ill mi uiucnnuu III mi iii'iu CACuinung
the present war. It is a war unjust, foolish, and ru'n-

; oiis." And, "as Mr. Madison has declared the war, let
Mr. Madison carry it on." i

And, not to be outdone in the hostility here exhibited,
' another eminent divine, at Medford, the Rev. Dr. Osgood,

endeavored to |irevent his countrymen from enlisting in
' the service, and from loaning money to the government,

to carry on the war. Here is what he says:
"II, nt the command of a weak or wicked ruler, they

undertake an unjust war, each innn who volunteers his
' -ervic '.. iu ilie cause, or loans his money for iit sii|>|K>rt,
1 or hy his conversation, his writings, oi any o'.hcr mode oi

nfluenre, encouraires its promotion, titat run ti is un nc;complied in the wickedness, loads his oon*elenoe with the
r blackest crimes, brings the guilt of blaod upon Ins soul.

nut in the s ght d <»'>d anil his Inw, is a mi riikkkk "

Another one, a reverend doctor also, gave his hearers,
if there were any that justified the war, this consolation

r. T.-'t every man who sanctions this war by his suffrage or

influence, remember that he is laboring to cover himself
t and his country with blood. The blood of the slain will

cry from the ground against him." "And," he asks,
r, "now will the supporters of this anti-Christian warfare
r pndure their sentence; endure their own reflections; endurethe fire that forever burns.the worm which never

dies.the hosannas of Heaven.while the smoke of their
ij torments ascends forever and ever

|i The press too, sir.that mighty engine, operating with
i- such wonderful power on the public mind in the very

iiiulst of the war, when loans were necessary to carry it no

on, and our honor and our all at issue, was engaged in otfi
most unholy and un|iatriotic efforts to embarrass the gov- am

ernment by attempting to deter capitalists from loaning lib
their money; ami I fear, sir, similar attempts may be wh
tnade now, hut I hope not. is i

Men- are two extracts from the leading federal and anti- dis
war fillers of that day :

~be
"Will federalists subseribe to t tie loan t Will they lend RUI

iioiii-y to our 11 .> tion it rulers ! It is impossible " "Whut, thf
hen, ifwe now lend them money ! They will not make rie
icaee ; they will soil hanker for Canada they will assein or
ale force*, and shed blood on our western frontier: mere the
aride, if nothing else, would make them <lo it. The mo- j|(f
ices which first brought on the war, will soil continue il if
he money can he haif" "Any federalist who lends money J.
:o goverumerit, inusi go and shake hands with James Mail
ison, and claim fellowship with Felix Grundy. Let him U
10 inore call hiinsell a federalist nnil friend to his country ter
He will ho called by others infamous !" j if I
"Uur merchants constiturn an honorable, high-minded,

independent, und intelligent class of citizens. They feel j,.
lie oppression, injury, and mockery with which they are
treated by ilns government. They will lend their money to J

retrace their si |>- but none to persevere in their present s.el
lour sc. /.ft n ery liighwnymun finii hi$ own jitttnlt." bo

The New York Evening Post, then a paper of the same ou.
stamp, federal and anti-war, said:
"We have only room this evening to say that we trust

a '
'io true friend 10 nis country will be found among the sub- 9J"icrihers to the Gallatin loan."
And the Boston Gazette said :

,

"li is very grateful to find ihat tlie universal sentiment is, n
*

that any man who leads his money to the government at thr ,

ortun t time, trill foifeit oil claim to common honesty and J*"i
amnion courtesy among all true friends to the country." bet

And, sir, to such un extent were their efforts carried, ca'
that the agents of the government appointed to receive ?ni
subscriptions for the loan, found it necessary to adver- ,0'

tise that the names of the subscribers should be known
only to themselves. !'°
Hut, sir, this conduct, so unjustifiable as it was, hardly "V

equals that of the present day, as we may see by referenceto some of the leading opposition journals in dilfer- 8°
i-nt parts of the United Stales, to say nothing of their K®1
treat organ here at Washington. I have in my hand, ,
sir, some extracts from these papers, and will read them,
regretting at the same time the necessity that exists for
ioing so. !"e
Mere are extracts from leading opposition prints in 11 1

dhio: ^ve"Tho voice of lamentation and war, beard all over the (,C'
ountry, troin homos and firesides made desolate by the Jdaughter of fathers, and husbands, and brothers, is sweet *ea

nusie to rhe ears of the President and his friends, and they J

it- m ambitious to swell the eliorus by increasing the number of per
Dirtims.". HTu rren Chronicle. Mi
"Thkv (the Mexicans) AUK IN THE RIGHT.WE IN' gu

I'llk WRONG. They may appeal in confidence to the (jai
Jod of Battles; but if we look for aid to any other than hu- t|j;
win power, it must be to the inpkrnai. machinations of

ikt.i., for thus fur, it would seem, the DEVIL HAS GOVKRN'EDAND GUIDED ALL OUR ACTIONS iu the c'c

premises.".Xrnia Torch Light. WC
" We rejoice to see a large and respectable number of the fwhig papers in ibis and other States taking decided ground P'a

igainst lurlher appropriations by Congress of men and ino- I b
ley for the Mexican throat-cutting business. This is as it is
rliould he.".Ibid. abl
"if Congre-.s is opposed to the war.if that body is of tro

minion that it is unjii.-t, impolitic, and of dangerous tend- we
;ncy, NO DUTY CAN BE MORE RINDING THAN
rUAT OF REFUSING THE MEANS TO PROSECUTE "j'
IT. The war is the result of usurpation, begun originally
without consulting the war-making power." jrrl

[_ Lebanon (O.) Star. '°t
"No man, no people, looking upon the contest, can help sl°

iymi-athizinu with Mkxico, and milling in OTTERING A Hl,l
HIT PER CONDEMNATION AGAINST OUR OWN GOV- on
ERNMENT.".Cincinnati Gazette. adi
"A war against a neighboring republic, waged now bil

tvowed'y for the acquisition of territory, under the fraudu- me
cnt pretext of seeking indemnity for alleged claims for inju- col
ics to the persons uud property of our citizens." ajr[Cin. Atlas. j
Here are some extracts from other papers of the same jai

damp in different parts of the United States: jll(
"None of the aggressors In Europe or Asia ever resorted en(

o j .slilicaiory reasons which werosofulso and hypocritical jja,
is those alleged for our aggressions on Mexico." "The jiiith is, it (die war) was conceived in folly and wicked- 1

loss, uinl commenced by a gross usurpation on the paitof s"(
he President.".Kennebec (.He.) Journal. Olll

"Let every one keep aloof from this unrighteous, infam- Sre
u s, G» >D ABHORRED war, and it will soon come to an 1""
ud. The prospect is, that the administration can get tnf
loither men nor money to carry on the war! Thank the pla
f-ord for all that.-V. H. Statesman.0pj
"To volunteer or vote a dollar to carry on the war is moral tiin

reason against the God of Heaven anil the rights of man- gn<
and.".'Haverhill (Mass.) Gazette. p|a"Talk of this tear as we may, shout, rejoice, and illuminate We
tour cities, it is still a war of injustice, of conquest, and of v()|inmiligated evil; and it is high tune that the virtuous and

il.ni.M anenL- mil in mmdem n» t inn nf if 0,1

Sentinel. JjJPAnd ou another occasion, speaking of Mr. Trist's ne-
1

Satiation* Jg"It shows very clearly what the original object and pur- wj|
loses of the war were; that is, in a word, that the great ,

»bject was acittusitjon ok nrw territory."
"The Mexican war appears to he last settling down to a !®n

nerc matter of PLUNDER and MURDER. * * * Co
"IVt think the war DISREPUTABLE To THE AGE WE

LIVE IN, and the country of which it is our boast to be mo
tilled her children.".Boston Atlas.rat
"If there is in the United States a heart worthy of Ameri- wo

ran liberty, its impulse it TO JOIN THE MEXICANS, on
ind to hurl down upon the bate, slavish, mercenary invaders not
.vho, born in a republic, go to play over the accursed game str;
>f the Hessians on the tops of those Mexican volcanoes del
It would be a sail and wofitl joy ncrerthelest to hear that the the
ionics under Scott and Taylor were every man ok them thn
-wki'T into the nkxt wokld What business hasaninva ca|
ling army in this ?".Boston Daily Chronotype. cer

Here are the sentiments of some of them in New York, 8an

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Kentucky, and Tennessee.all 8a'ieading opposition papers; and I regret to say, sir, the co"
ast two from my own most patriotic State: C01
"The whole world knows thai' it is Mkxico which

HAS BEEN IMPOSED UPON, and that OUR PEOPLE
IVRE THE ROBBERS!!" "So far as our government an(
ran effect it, the laws ol Heaven are SUSPENDED, and the
hoso ot hell established in their stead." " To the people I Ci
if itie United Stales! Your rulers are precipitating you tot
nto a fathomless abyss of crime and calumny I".New York w||Tribune. .

" But the whig party are unchanged in their view ol this ,

tontest, (with Mexico.J Its origin was the annexation.its
immediate muse, the unauthorized occupation of disputed c®s

erritory. It it the President's war" Mexico is the Po- I
and ot America." "11 there were excuse for the war, the
here is none for thn measure which opened it. But wiiat the
"tease is found for the war itself 1".North American. the
" We may suppose that we arc to carry on a war for con- wo

piost, and that the hallsol the Montezuma* are to be oecu- »

ucd by THE IN VAl)K Its from the United States !" "Mexivilias done iiilinitoly more for herself in this war than the car

'nited States, by their government, have done lor thoin- P®8
ielvcs.".IT. S. (iazette. of
" What is it, then, that makes or allows Mr. Polk to sane- ',il^

ion this war, and all theoittrnges ot which it is the conso- to
pienee ? It is this: Air. Polk is a weak man. He was se- leg
<cted to lit- tho locofoco candidate lor President because he ma
vas weak. It was ibis that recommended him to his party, die
It was this that elected him. It lilts been correctly said,
hat it isacurte upn.t a nation to have a weak-minded puler. We av u infer the judgment of that curse.".BaltinorePatriot *

"If there is any conductwhich constitutes moral treason, Pro
t is an attempt to embark or to encourage the country in A a!"
IVAR AGAINST GOD, OS it the case ina war like that tn k1 v
vhich we are now engaged.". Diuisvitle Journal. 11si
"TO VOU.T n TEE if, OR VOTE A DOLLAR TO CAR- vol

IIY ON T11E WAl!, IS MORAL TREASON AGAINST (let
l'HK G'tD OP HEAVEN, and tlte Rtours op mankind!" sec
Nashville Gazette. for
" The fact is, the Mexican war was begun in a per- I

Ulious, m-miiy ntiempt oi tieinugogue* ai presiaeni-maa- ml
ng ; ami Is now being carried out in ilia saine spirit and wa
wider tbe auspices ot man, who, to gain the spoils, have wi,
:, s,>Kiki. ins iMi.il IT<>i;s SCHEME OF CON- ?
iUEST.".Chicago Journal. .

"We c.uiuot possibly took favorably upon this war; its
flr.st art Was A CROSS OUTRAGE UPON MEXICO. PfjAnd can it he supposed by Mr. Polk, and his advisers, that ['"
in error «i eliinug. A CR IME SO UNPARDONABLE AS ntyi'lllS MEXICAN WAR.can Ire whitewashed ! We may the
well wish our country out of this UNRIG1I I'EOI S WAR. thi
Mmtnt Carmrl Rrgitler. in
I have not alluded, Mr. President, to the events of the the

last war.all winch come to me as history, for f cannot the
say "quorum pars fm".for the purpose of awakening ter
old resentments and buried animosities, nor with any tin- ]
kind spirit to anv of the actors in them, nor indeed with pat
any personal allusion whatever; but I have thought it me
might he useful to the country to exhibit the perfect re- go'
semblance between the spirit of the op(u>sition of that prrday and of this; and as we know that not one of the
misguided political fanatics of that time, however dis- mi
tinguished he might have been for his talents and bo
Ins virtues, has been able to stand before the peo- pelpie el this nation and claim and receive their con- it
fplence, their condemnation has been so overwhelm- coi
ing: so we may ex|>ect that those of this day. going tin
as they do even beyond these their great prototypes, i.c
will as surely meet with a punishment equally withering tin
and condign Sir, there can be no mistake about this. ve

one of them can escape the blighting judgment of an

ended an<l outraged people. As willing as we all art
J should he, "to pardon something to the spirit ol
erty," and to indulge in the freest discussion, yet, sir
ten political fanaticism goes so far as we see it now, il
much to ,ie uppretiended the judgment of posterity wil
tinguish it by another appellation. Their fate should
a warning to those who may he disposed to withhold
,)|>lies of men and money now ; they should listen tc
! teachings of the past, learning wisdom from its expe
nee. It is in vain to say, sir, that the war is unjusi
unconstitutionally commenced, against all the facts tc
contrary, and thus attempt to escape responsibility

ty will he held to it, sir, and cannot shield themselves
any such pretence
Mr. BADGER. Will the honorable senator allow me
he ha-^ several times alluded to some one who charmizedthis war as an unconstitutional war, to ask him
re referred to me ?
Mr. BREESE. I referred to the senator of Kentucky
mediately before you, [Mr. Undkkvvood.]
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I be<g to inform the honorable
lator that my remark was, that it was an uncoustitunalact by which the war was commenced.the placina
r troops on the Rio Grande.
Mr. BREESE. I have shown, sir, I think, that wae
iroper act.one which he had a right to do. Suppose
r government had taken no precautionary measures for
defence of Texas against the threatened invasion ol

s.vico, having, as she had, a large force on and neai
it frontier, and breathing war in every missile from
r functionaries, would the President have discharged
duty to Texas ? Would our obligations to her have

»n fulfilled ? If one solitary inmate of the humblesi
tin within it had been the victim of a Mexican inroad
:1 his little all given to the flames, or carried off" a?

jty, and we not there with our protecting power, how
ul, and deep,and bitter would have been the denunciansof those who now assail the Executive for this aci
ended alone for protection.alone to prevent invasion
, we were placed in such a situation as to compel the
veniinent, by all its obligations of justice, honor, ant
jd faith, to take the position we did; and such, sir, i.-
honest judgment of the country.

Well, sir, we are now in this war, our armies have
ne"deep into the bowels of the land," and it seems t(
alike the dictate of duty and patriotism to prosecute

A'ith renewed vigor, ami never conclude a peace unti
have accomplished what is now, and has always

in our object, reparation for the past and secuiity foi
; future, no matter to what results the attempt may
d.
Ml of us, I believe, sir, were willing, in lS-Iti, and exited,that the war would be carried into the heart ol
sxico. I recollect well, sir, a remark of the diminishedsenator of North Carolina, [Mr. Manuum,] who
s not spoken to this bill, that if he could be satisfied
»t the war did exist.if there should be no disavowa
the part of the Mexican government of the act ol

issing the Rio Grande and attacking our troops, lit
>uld vote not only ten thousand, but fifty, or a hum
:d thousand men; and, if necessary, proceed to the
iza of the city of Mexico, and there dictate a peace
mlieve it was well understood then, sir.at least sucl
the inference I draw from the remarks of that honor
le senator.that crossing the Rio Grande by Mexicar
ops would be an invasion of our territory, and thai
must not only re(>el it, but carry the war, with sulfi

lit array, into the enemy's country, and this senatoi
pressed a most cheerful willingness to give the govlmentall the means, both of men and money, requisite
such a prosecution of the war; and, at the last sesn,the same patriotic spirit was manifested, for the

t>plies were then granted with very little opposition.
ly three, 1 believe, voting against the bill to raise ar
iitional military force, and but two against the loar
1. And why senators should now refuse to support a
asure like this, to reinforce the army, I am at a loss tc
iceive; nor can I reconcile it with the vote they have
eady given on an amendment proposed to it.
VIr. MANGUM. The honorable senator refers to cernremarks which I ftn reported to have made, introctoryto my vote upon tne bill recognising the existzeof the war, and certainly an erroneous inference
s been drawn from those remarks, or else 1 did noj un
stand myself. The question was raised, whether w<
juld cross the Rio Grande tor the purpose of chastising
r enemy. Well, I never doubted, that in the case of ng
ssion on their part, it was entirely proper for us tc
sue them even to the heart of their country; but an
erence is not to be drawn from this, that "I conteintedanything like conquest. This I have been utterly
losed to, as my recorded votes will show. At the
ie when we" were called upon to recognise the existzeof the war, we had heard of a collision having taken
ce, but we knew not how it originated; the documentrenot before us to be read, and we were driven to a
:e at once, and were obliged to vote in the dark ; but
that occasion 1 did not doubt that we had a right tc
88 the Rio Grande, in order to chastise an aggression,
at was my meaning; and if my remarks are correctly
iorted, they meant that, and no more than that, anil
refore I repel the inference that I was desirous or

lling to go into a career of conquest.
VIr. BREKSE. I will read, sir, an extract from the
larks of the honorable senator, as reported in the
ngressional Globe:
'He and his friends are ready to grant whatever men and
ney were required in half an hour. And before the men
sea could arrive at their destination, the requisite time
uld have been atl'orded to determine intelligently, nnd
..tl.entin nvidnnen wI1 I.e.- n stnT« nf w,ir >1 id or .1 id
exist. If it did, then Mr. M. should be unwilling to retinitisnotion of our forces to the left bank of the Kio
Norte. II we were actually at wnr, then ho was under
Impression that our fortes ought to cross t re river, tunl
t we should not slop till we had dictated peace at the
rital of the Mexican empire. Let the fact he clearly astained,and then he. was prepared to vote not fifty tbon
id men ordy, hut a hundred or a hundred and tidy thouid,if the Executive came to Cougressnnd demanded thai
ount. He was ready to place the whole force of the
miry at his disposal, and that he should he enabled cc

upter peace in the heart of the Mexican empire."
rhe senator does not deny that he is correctly reported,
1 I could not, of course, know what particular views
honorable senator then entertained, any further than

tn gather them from these remarks. But what are we
conclude was to be done by such a force as he was

lling to vote, unless it was to overrun Mexico and
louer it, and in that way "conquer peace "

Mr. MANGUM. I meant any force that might be liesaryto chastise the enemy, and to dictate a peace.
Mr. BREESE. But why chastise the enemy when
y had done us no wrong ? If the Rio Grande was noi
boundary of Texas, but belonged to Mexico, then

ir troops perpetrated no wrong in crossing it; and il
uld he an outrage on our part to raise a force of one

ndred thousand men to chastise Mexico for this, and
ry our arms to her central city, and there dictate a

ice. But, sir, 1 cannot reconcile the opposition
senators to this bill on another ground. They
re insisted, every one of them who has spoken
it, that our force in Mexico is amply sufficient for all
itimate purposes, and minute calculations have been
de to prove it; yet, at the same time, they vote under
ayes and noes on the amendment of the honorable

latot of Kentucky, [Mr. Crittenden,J to give the
isident power to call for the services of thirty thouidvolunteers.three times as many men as this hill
poses. No doubt, sir, there is good reason for this,
1 it may not he at all inconsistent. This vote was
en before the passions had become excited by the colonof debate and I doubt not, sir, the senators who
edfor the amendment voted in good faith, and with a
ermination to grant reinforcements.the only strife
ming to be then which was the best description ol
ce.
Mr. President, one thing is verv certain.that we arc

[he midst of one of the most remarkable wars evei

ged since the creation of the world, in every step 01
nch, we, the victorious party, have held out the olivi
inch to the enemy and yet senators say, not only or

it side of the Chamber, hut on this, that we can nave
ice whenever we will it. The senator of Connecticut
[r. Nilks] declared this to he his belief, but failed, in
judgment, to bring a single fact in support of it. Dp
facts and circumstances developed in the progress of

s war show that peace.an honorable peace.is withourcontrol ? And does he or any other senator doubt
sincerity of the President, nnd of his friends, when

y say that they are desirous of peace on honorable
ms", bringing with it indemnity and security?
Mr. NILKS The idea is correct in part, and wrong in
t. I did not say it was in the power of this govern
nt to make |>eace. I said it was in the power of thi'
vernment.and which they ought to exercise at the
iper time.to put an end to hostilities.
Mr. BRKKSK Well, sir, that seems to me to be verj
ich the satne thing Putting an end to hostilities 01

th sides.for otherwise there could he no end.am
ice results as a necessary consequence and, therefore
rollows that it is in the power of our government, ac

riling to that senator, to make a peace. But it was dis
ctly avowed by the senator of New Jersey [Mr Mil.
r] that it was in our power to make a peace at'an
ip. Why. sir, we could not, with all our etlorts, pre
nt war Wc sent a njinister to 4'scuss the matters

difference between us, bui he could nut be heard. He wan [
spurned; and the very thought of the thing produced a i

f revolution, and a deposition of the then President. Af- J
, ter our inov brilliant victories, when our conquering b
t army was at the gates of the capital, we had a com1missioner with it, with lull powers to make a jmace,
who was met by commissioners on the part of Mexico;and what was the result.' Could we have done.

> ought we to have done.more than we have? I put '

it to the senator, and to others on his side of the chain- i
her, to sav if they would have concluded a peace 011 the i;
basis proposed by Mexico? Would they have accepted j
the Mexican propositions, any one of them ? Would *

they, for they sake of peace, disiwrage their country? ,

Ho seimtors recollect the Mexican propositions of the j
irth of September lait ? What do they say to the twelfth
and fourteenth articles ? If I understood the honorable
senator of Maryland, not'now in lus -eat, [Mr. Pkakce.1
he would have accepted them ; hut I never would, and 1
doubt very much if there is a respectable number of tho
opposition who would. Do seuators remember the ;
twelfth urticle, requiring a guarantee from us, and that
guarantee Great Britain, that we would not. at any time ''

r hereafter, no matter how necessary it might he for our |
security or welfare, annex any contiguous territory?

i And that, us provided in the fourteenth article, we should.
indemnify Mexico for all the injury our army had inflict.
ed? Anil with the further stipulation, and mentioned for 1

the first time in the history of this controversy in Mexico,S
- that the Nueces should be the boundary ? j

Now, in all sincerity, 1 put it to senators, would they
consent to dismember Texas ? Would they acknowledge e,
a line as a boundary to which Mexico had never made *

claim ? Recollect that her pretensions to Texas were,
and always have been, to the Sabine. Would any of <

i them agree that we should so degrade ourselves and our
t country, as to give the guarantee of Great Britain, that
we would not annex to our Confederacy any contiguous

t territory for all time to come? and above all, that we
should indemnify Mexico for all the injuries she has r«.ceived from her own aggressive acts ? Let the senator /
stand forth-and avow it. If senators on the other side j;
are sincere, however, they must agree to the last proposition;for if the war is unjust, as they asseverate it is, ;!
we are bound to make full reparation to Mexico. They ,'jj

, are then hound, if they are sincere, (and who can doubt *j
their sincerity ?) to go before the people of the United
States 011 this, as one of the issues, at the coming fall J'

, election. They assert the war is unjust. If it is, must "f
r you not, on the restoration of peace, make full repara-

tion ? Is not this a well established principle of public
law ? Do not Grotius and Vattel, and all other publicists. J1
recognise this principle ? And is it not a correct one?

f If our opponents are sincere in the belief so often expressedhere, that the war is unjust, they must, in their
, effort to obtain the government, carry it out to its con- j

sequences. And, sir, if unfortunately they do get into '

power, and negotiate for peace, how can they escape j
r the demands which Mexico will make for indemnity, ,T

1 .1 .1 111 .u.: i..:.,i,i»Js
rra»eu, iuey wuum u«5f on nicir own auiintwwun, wi»«.

the war was unjust to her 1

, Mr. President, at the outset of this war, and in its first 't
year, it was distinctly avowed by the Executive, and re|iterated by his friends, that as it was brought unon us f

hy Mexico, he had no other desire in waging it than an

honorable peace, including indemnity for the past inju- ji
t ties we had sustained at her hands, and such 'curity jj

against future aggressions as Mexico might be enabled
: to give. And is it unreasonable, sir, that as the war is

protracted by Mexico, she refusing all otters of accom,modation, that our demands should rise in proportion ? j
In my own opinion, in the view I have taken of this |
matter, we would not be doing justice to our own coun- 'j
try by a show of too much lenity to Mexico, and that. I
sheer justice would demand from her full indemnity also 1
for theexpensesof this war: and in her peculiar position. 1

L she not being able to provide any other indemnity.that j*
the cession of the sovereignty and jurisdiction over a part $

, of her territory should be insisted upon as a sine qua J
non; for I believe with the President, that the doctrine
of no terrritory, which was broached here at the last ses- f
sion, and found so many advocates, is the doctrine of no 'Jj
indemnity. In territory only can Mexico make repara- ,1

. tion for the past, and afford security for her future good 0
I behavior; and although we are strong n a nation, yet, ,.t
. like the strong man who desires security against tl>e qt,tack of a lurking, cowardly assassin, so siionld we insist
! on it in such a line of boundary between us as will se,cure ys against future aggressions. Vet, sir, it seems to ,

>

be doubted by some whether the President is willing to
accept a treaty ceding New Mexico and California as a
full equivalent for indemnity, and as affording that seen-

rily he demands. I suppose, though I do not know it »}
(ram biin, that he would accept such a treaty, if he -1
thought the government of Mexico was so established as
to give a reasonable assurance of its stability. None of
us desire war for the sake of it, as peace is admitted to
be our true itolicy; but on what terms this shall end, 'i
there is, and there must be, great difference of opinion. I
Our policy, sir, is, emphatically, peace with all nations,but with none at the sacrifice of our national honor, :

the dearest possession of a nation. YVe have never, sir, '.
since the birth of our nation, given occasion for war, 2
not even with the barbarous tribes upon our borders. It
is our pride to be able to say, that our whole history may
be explored, and no single act of national injustice can be *
found upon its page.no blot of that kind upon our na- j
tional escutcheon. YVe, sir, would have never disturbed
our peaceful relations with Mexico, by any act of .our
own; she has brought the war upon herself, under a delusionthat one of our sister States belonged to her; and
resolving to possess it by force of arms, and refusing to I
hear our minister upon the matters in dispute, sought to «

end them by the sword; and as she has appealed to that
dread arbiter, she must abide i's fortune. But war, sir,
it is said, is full of evil; that this ought to be terminated j
at the earliest moment, some senators believing that the *

glory we have gained by it is sufficient indemnity for all j
our wrungs, ;uiu ihiu:i^ Uf|in;auiii^ ail) luiuici .wvantcui

our army, as likely to bring about the result alluded to in
the resolutions of the honorable senator from S. Caroli,ua, [Mr. Calhoun,] and which he deprecates so much.
It is true, sir, war is an evil.a great evil; but it has
also its advantages; and though the land may be, for a

time, crushed by its armed heel, it is but preparing it for
the reception of that seed whose fruit is commerce, J
science, the arts, and the highest and purest forms of civj
duration. Alexander, in opening Persia and India, by
his sword, to the commerce of Greece, founded more citiesthan he conquered ; and the world's whole history
since, shows inost clearly that its permanent benefits far
outweigh its transitory evils. The roads traced by the
soldiery are soon followed by the merchant, greatly fa'cilitating the commerce of ideas.favoring the sympathies
of nations, and in the end will fraternize the whole humanrace. It is one'of the great instruments of God's >

providence, by which to accomplish such grand results;
and can any senator doubt that this most remarkable war

r

will not greatly redound to the advantage of Mexico.
securing to her, in the end, every blessing we so abundantlyenjoy ?

It has been a war waged thus far, not against the peopleof Mexico, but emphatically against the army alone,
with a view only to its destruction, and upon principles
of the most enlightened humanity. Not one single act ol
oppression or injustice has been committed by us.our j
path, as we have strode from victory to victory, has not
been lighted by the flames of their dwellings, their defencelesswomen and children given to the sword, nor

their cities sacked, nor churches defiled, nor fields laid
waste. Though we have been terrible to the combatant,
we have been generous to liim when vanquished.never
forgetting, in the midst of the excitement, that the fairL
est chaplet victory wears is that which mercy twines. f

. These, sir, are what make it a most extraordinary war;

f and the faithful historian, as he writes its varied and stirringevents, will dwell with peculiar pleasure and pride
. on this, its bright and most distinguishing feature. 80
r humane and generous has been our conduct, that the
j- people of Mexico, those who have most sutiereu oy ine

, oppression of the military tyrants, regard our armies rather
| as benefactors than as enemies; and if accounts can be

relied on, are utterly opposed to their withdrawal. This
I has bees the fruit of our policy, adopted at the outset;

for early in June, our general in command issued
i proclamation, prepared at the War Department here, in
which the people of Mexico were assured that the war
should not he waged against such of them as remained
neutral, hut against the army and the arbitrary rulers.
They were reminded that their government was in the
hands of tyrants and usurpers, who had abolished the
State governments, overthrown the federal constitution,
deprived their people of the right of suffrage, destroyed
the liberty of the press, despoiled them of their arms,

j and redured them to a state of absolute dependence
. ii|Kin the power of a military dictator. They were reninded,too, that the army and rulers extorted from

them by grievous ^taxation, by forced loans, snd mili,tary seizures, the money which sustained the usurpIer in power; ami were told that we came to obtain repirationfor the repeated wrongs and injnries those rulers
had done to us; that we came to obtain indemnity for
the past and security for the future, and to overthrow the
tyrants who had destroyed their liberties, but to macs no

, war upon the |>eoplo of Mexico, nor upon any form ot
government they might choose to select for themselves

n They were promised, too, that their religion, their altars,


